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The attractiveness of VET In Cyprus

The problem
e Period 2008-2018
e Annual shortages of technicians in Cyprus

— Inputs of workers < Annual Needs

— 1700 persons per year (+ accumulating)

e Result: Enterprises forced to import
technicians
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The attractiveness of VET In Cyprus

The root of the problem
e Low participation rates in VET (14%o)

e The Cause = low attractiveness of VET
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The attractiveness of VET In Cyprus

e Aim of survey conducted by the Cyprus
Productivity Centre (CPC)
— ldentify degree of attractiveness of VET

— Investigate factors influencing students™
educational and occupational decisions, causing
low participation in VET

— Test measures that could correct the problem

b Skills for a strong Europe
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The attractiveness of VET In Cyprus

e Methodology

— What? Nationwide survey among young
students in their last compulsory
schooling year, 14-15 vy.o.,
(Population 8.813, 52% male,

48% female)

— How? Random stratified sampling,
19/70 schools, Sample = 719

I — When? April-May 2010

b Skills for a strong Europe
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Terminology

e Gymnasium = lower secondary school (general)
e Lyceum = general upper secondary school

e Technical School = VET upper secondary school
— Theoretical and Practical orientations

e Grades A = (18-20)

B = (16-18)

C = (14-16)

D = (12-14)

I E = (10-12)
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Degree of attractiveness of VET

Student’s educational preferences after the gymnasium
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Degree of attractiveness of VET
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Degree of attractiveness of VET
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do after the
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Degree of attractiveness of VET
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Degree of attractiveness of VET
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Degree of attractiveness of VET

Summary
e Low attractiveness of VET confirmed

e VET the choice of only 14,1% of the students
(21,5% of the males and 5,4% of the females)

e Only male students in the Apprentices Scheme

— Percentages, coincide with Eurostat data for Cyprus”
participation in VET (14% overall, 22% for males and
less than 5% for females)

I = confirms the validity of the survey
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To reach the above decision | took into
consideration...
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Factors influencing stud
educational and occupational
decisions

66,6% desire to study in a university or college
43,4% individual interests

42,0% desire to follow a specific profession
21,1% grades

10,3% family desires

7,2%
4,7%
3,3%

3,3%
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educational and occupational

l chose to continue my education in the
Lyseum for the following reasons
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educational and occupatlonal

decisions

l chose to continue my education in the
Technical School for the following
reasons
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educational and occupational
decisions

l chose to continue my education in the
Apprentices Scheme for the following
reasons

&6, 72%%

3=2.3%

Financial need in combination
with low grades

|40 not likethe school, [am not a
good student, I like to work
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decisions

My general impression of the Lyceums is: My general impression of the Technical Schools is:
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Students™ plans after the secondary level

Flans after the Lyc
or the Technical Sc Plans after the Lyceum
orthe Technical School
Planning to continue fc
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Students”™ needs for a university degree

Need for a university o
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Students”™ needs for a university degree

Need for a university Need for a university
degree degres
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Factors affecting students™ occupational decisions

The decision for the choice of my
profession will be...

TAa4.0%%

q.

0
S

o 1.52%

purely mine

| L
mine but will take into consideration
the wishes of my family
hased on the guidance of the
ocupational guidance services
based on the prompts of my friends
the decision of my family

hased on the prompts of my teachers
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Students”™ most important criteria for the
selection of a profession

NMost important criteria for choosing a
future profession

FTF. 5%

S0.8%0

25.2%6 24.8%6

L]

I 4
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To havegood prospects

To be related to my interests
Tooffer a good income or salary
Nothz in danger of unemployment

To have opportunites for employment
inthe publicsector
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Students™ most important reasons for not
choosing a profession

Most important reasons for which |
would NOT choose a specific profession

T1L.2%%

68.6%%

Tiring work

Manual work

Longwork hours

The low salary of the profession
Unemploymentin the profession

The work conditions in the profession
The low prestige of the profession
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Factors causing VET unattractiveness

technical school for the following reasons
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Factors causing low participation in VET

e 58,5% Tertiary studies in a non-technical profession

e 29,1% Status of technical VET schools lower than Lyceums

e 28,1% Status of students in technical VET schools lower than Lyceums
e 17,2% interest in other profession not offered by technical schools

e 13,2% smaller salaries earned by technicians

e 11,1% low recognition enjoyed by technicians in society

e 8,4% absence of information and guidance regarding opportunities and
prospects in technical professions

e 4,6% family pressure
 2,5% peer pressure

Skills for a strong Europe
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Measures that could correct the problem?

Answered by students that chose the Lyceum:

If the
Technical
School would
offer me the
same
opportunities
as the
Lyceum to
continue for
tertiary
studies, |
would
consider
studying in a
technical
school

WyYes
Eno
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e Technical VET
schools offering
the same
opportunities as
general education
to continue for
tertiary studies
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Measures that could correct the problem?

Answered by students that chose the Lyceum: @ Bette r i nfo r m ati O n
ity on the

on the
opportunities

opportunities and

prospects
that exist in

e foonice prospects in
technical
"mrer professions

ENo
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Measures that could correct the problem?

Answered by students that chose the Lyceum:

Skills for a strong Europe

3 42

e Improve status,

If the
technicians
had higher
recognition
and prestige

in the

Cypriot
society, |

would
consider
following a
technical
profession

MYes
ENo

. !

recognition and

prestige of
technicians in the

society
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Measures that could correct the problem?

Answered by students that chose the Lyceum: e Sto p pi n g h ig h e r
secondary school

1? programs
of study, as 1
prOpc_)slgd by Se g re g atl O n
the Ministry of
Educat:gn, I .

consier e Customized
studying in a

technical

speiagzsation p ro g ra!‘n S
according to
students' interests
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Measures that could correct the problem?

Answered by students that chose the Lyceum: ® StOp pl N g h |g he r
secondary school
segregation
o e Customized
programs

according to
students' interests
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Conclusions

For VET to become more attractive

e Implementation of the “New Lyceum”
— Stop higher secondary school segregation

— Offering students equal access to tertiary
studies and academic degrees

— Customized programs according to students’
Interests

I — Improved vocational guidance and support
services -

N Skills for a strong Europe



)y )
EukaSkills SkillsCyprus

1st National Skills Competitions

Conclusions

For VET to become more attractive

e Information campaigns
— Inform students, families, citizens

— Opportunities, prospects and earnings in
technical occupations

— Creating interest among young people to enroll
In VET and pursue employment in technical
occupations

b Skills for a strong Europe
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Conclusions

For VET to become more attractive

e Improve status, recognition and prestige of
technicians

— Skills Competitions and promotion of skills

e “room” for improving participation in VET
— 35%-37%
— Targets for increasing participation in VET

I - 20% in five years
= 30% in ten years

[
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....Thank you for your attention
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