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WorldSkills London 2011 
Key Facts

Showcasing the skills that shape our world…

Every community and business in the UK thrives on skills, enterprise and inspiration: WorldSkills London 2011 will be the catalyst that sparks the ambitions of people across the country.
WorldSkills London 2011 will amaze people by showing them the endless possibilities their futures could hold and inspire them to gain expertise at the highest level which the country needs.

This at a glance guide sets out just how big WorldSkills London 2011 will be.
The numbers…
· 150,000 visitors
· 1,000 Competitors

· Over 55 countries/regions 
· 46 skills

· 4 days of Competition

The event…

What?  
· WorldSkills is a unique global Competition where young people from across the world compete to become the best of the best. At stake: the honour of being the greatest in the world at their chosen skill.
· The Competition takes place every two years in a different WorldSkills International Member country/region – WorldSkills London 2011 will be the 41st WorldSkills Competition and the third time it has been hosted in the UK.

When? 
· It will be held from 5-8 October 2011 at ExCeL London.
· In the run up to WorldSkills London 2011, a skills festival will take place across the UK giving thousands of people the opportunity to Have a Go at skills.
Who?

· Competitors are young people – generally aged 22 or under (with the exception of three skill areas where they are 25 years and under) – who excel at a particular skill. 
· Most participating countries/regions, including the UK, hold extensive local and regional heats before selecting their national teams, so representatives at the global level truly are the very best of countries/regions.

How?  
· WorldSkills London 2011 will involve 1,000 Competitors from over 55 countries/regions competing in 46 vocational skills over 4 days of intense Competition.
· Competitors vie for the chance to win gold, silver or bronze medals, while medallions for excellence are also awarded to Competitors who achieve the international standard.
So it’s going to be big then?

· WorldSkills is the largest international skills Competition in the world and London looks set to be the biggest and best WorldSkills yet. The scale of the event is enormous:

· ExCeL London has over 90,000m2 of space, the equivalent of ten Wembley Stadium pitches
· About 150,000 visitors are expected, which would fill the Royal Albert Hall 48 times over

· At WorldSkills Calgary 2009…

· The event used:

· 43km of computer cable – more than enough to stretch the route of the London Marathon 
· 400,000 kilograms of equipment, equivalent to 32 fully-laden Routemaster buses or 67 African elephants
· Competitors consumed:

· 4,000 pieces of chicken

· 2,000 litres – or 3,500 pints – of milk

· 600 loaves of bread

· Manpower utilised included:

· 83 workshop supervisors and workshop supervisor assistants, working 12 hour days for 21 days 

· All adding up to 20,916 worker hours – the equivalent of 872 days

· Hundreds of skilled volunteers, donating thousands of hours
The UK team…
How will we do?
· Team UK ranked seventh in the world at Calgary 2009 up four places since the competition in Shizuoka, Japan, in 2007 when the UK was placed in 11th position. 
· For WorldSkills London 2011 the targets for Team UK are high: a team entry to 37 skills competitions; 10 medals, of which five should be gold; and a top five ranking in the world.

And who do we need to beat?

· South Korea has topped the medal table for the past two competitions, coming second in 2005 – Japan, Brazil and Switzerland also rank consistently high.
· The Australians are another team to watch, ranking fifth in 2007 and dropping down to sixth in Calgary. They are sure to want to regain their place in the top five in 2011.
· Germany has dropped down the table in recent years, from a fourth place ranking in 2005 to 11th in 2009
· The USA also has some work to do if it is to become a major player in the competition – the past two tournaments have seen the Americans achieving 31st place.
The skills competitions…

Young people compete for medals in 46 categories from seven sectors, ranging from creative arts and fashion to transportation and logistics:
Health, Public Service and Care (1 skill)
Caring 
Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal care (2 skills)
Landscape gardening 
Floristry 
Engineering and Manufacturing technologies (16 skills)
Polymechanics / Automation
Mechatronics 
Electronics 
Mobile robotics 
Manufacturing team challenge
Mechanical engineering design - CAD
CNC milling 
CNC turning 
Mould making 
Welding 
Sheet metal technology 
Creative modeling (NEW)
Aircraft maintenance 
Autobody repair 
Automobile technology 
Car painting 
Construction, Planning and the Built Environment (13 skills)
Wall and floor tiling 
Plumbing and heating 
Electrical installations 
Industrial control 
Bricklaying 
Painting and decorating 
Cabinetmaking 
Joinery 
Carpentry 
Refrigeration and air conditioning



 HYPERLINK "http://www.worldskillslondon2011.com/skill-categories/manufacturing-(and-engineering)-technology/construction-metal-works" 
Construction metal works 

Plastering and drywall systems
Stonemasonry – (HOST NATION SKILL)
Information and Communications technology (3 skills)
Information network cabling
IT/Software solutions for business 
IT PC/Network systems administration 
Retail and Commercial Enterprise (6 skills)
Ladies / Mens hairdressing 
Beauty therapy 
Confectioner / Pastry cook 
Cooking 
Restaurant service 
Visual Merchandising (NEW – DEMONSTRATION SKILL)
Arts, Media and Publishing (5 skills)

Printing 
Web design 
Jewellery 
Fashion technology 
Graphic design technology 
So why is it important? What benefits will it bring to the UK?
· Skills shape our world.  
· Every community and business in the UK thrives on skills, enterprise and inspiration: WorldSkills London 2011 will be the catalyst that sparks the ambitions of people across the country.  
· WorldSkills London 2011 will amaze people by showing them the endless possibilities their futures could hold and inspire them to gain expertise at the highest level which the country needs.  

· WorldSkills London 2011 aims to help create a lasting legacy in the UK, where the awareness and perception of vocational education and skills will undergo a positive step change. 
· Involvement with the competition provides huge benefits for everyone, whether you are a participant, visitor, employer or sponsor.
· Visit London estimated that hosting WorldSkills London 2011 will bring £28million direct economic benefit to the city.

Supporting quotes…
"London is consistently voted the best city in the world to do business and our strong skills base is a key factor behind this. In 2011 it will be our honour to host WorldSkills, when we will not only show the world our brilliance in staging great events, but also the great pool of talent in our country and in our capital."

Boris Johnson, Mayor of London

“WorldSkills London 2011 provides the opportunity for UK industry to showcase its capability on a prestigious international platform. But we need businesses to come on board. Hosting an event of this magnitude will not only require funding, but also the equipment and raw materials. I call upon UK plc to pledge its support to this unique opportunity.”
Chris Humphries CBE, Chief Executive of the UK Commission for Employment and Skills

“Skills competitions in today’s climate are incredibly important. They demonstrate very clearly the value of up-skilling the youth of today. WorldSkills Competitions also provide a real showcase for establishing vocational occupations as attractive and long-term career opportunities.”

Chris Jones, Director General, City & Guilds

“The experience was overwhelming. It made me believe anything is possible. I became an international star just by doing my skill.”

Anesha Simpson-Nembhard, IT Office Software Applications Competitor, WorldSkills Helsinki 2005

“Being at WorldSkills lets you work at an international level competing against the very best in the world.”

Tim Jackson, Car Painting Competitor, WorldSkills St. Gallen 2003
“It is just as important for the UK public to get behind Team UK at WorldSkills London 2011, as it is for them to support Team GB at the 2012 Olympics, 9 months later.”

Will Torrent, Confectionery Competitor, WorldSkills Shizuoka 2007

