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For immediate release (Tuesday 10th May 2011)

Local [school/college] selected to shine on global stage

[Insert name of training provider/college] will showcase their skills expertise to a global audience later this year, when the UK plays host to the world’s greatest skills competition, WorldSkills London 2011.

Chosen from hundreds of applications, students will be demonstrating their talents at WorldSkills London 2011 in October. With 150,000 global visitors expected, including some of the world’s most highly respected skills experts [college/training provider] will help show the rest of the world that [local area/region] , as well as the whole of the UK and the official Team UK, that it excels at skills.

Colleges and training providers from across the UK applied in their hundreds for international Showcase status at the event, devising highly visual, entertainment displays which will allow their staff and students to shine in front of a huge national and international audience. [Insert name of school/college] will be [insert details of showcase exhibit].

The WorldSkills London 2011 Competition will take place over four days, from 5 – 8 October. It is one of the biggest events ever to be held at ExCeL London, and will see over 1,000 of the most skilled young people from all corners of the globe battling it out in 46 different skills, competing to be crowned the best of the best in their chosen skill. Showcase colleges and training providers will help to inspire the audience and help them to look at the endless possibilities for their future jobs and careers.

Select quotes as relevant
John Hayes, Minister of State for Further Education, Skills and Lifelong Learning, explains:

"As host nation, we have a vital opportunity to demonstrate how skills shape the lives of individuals and national life. We are delighted by the number of organisations who applied to showcase and feel that by demonstrating skills from hairdressing to aircraft engineering, we can show the rest of the world just how crucial skills are for fuelling growth and feeding prosperity."

Aidan Jones, Executive Director of WorldSkills London 2011, said:

“The huge range of Showcasing ideas that poured in from colleges across the UK is really impressive. With 150,000 visitors to the WorldSkills London 2011 Competition, the Showcase stages will demonstrate the widest range of skills that shape our world and be a really exciting part of the biggest, most inspirational and visual display of careers ever seen in the UK – all under one roof!”

Martin Doel, Chief Executive of Association of Colleges said:

“My congratulations go out to all of the colleges selected to showcase the best of the UK’s skills at WorldSkills London 2011. It is a great opportunity to be demonstrating skills on behalf of the UK at the biggest skills competition in the world.”

With specialisms ranging from fashion technology to mobile robotics, WorldSkills London 2011 is as varied as it is exciting and viewed by experts from around the globe as a highly prestigious event. 

[Insert Headteacher/Principal] sees this as a chance for young people from [insert area] to have a place in history:

“The last time a WorldSkills competition was held in the UK was over two decades ago – this really is a once in a generation opportunity for our students and we’re delighted that the excellent standards our students achieve and who attend [name of college/training provider] will be recognised to such a prestigious national and international audience. To be part of an event which recognises skills at the very highest level is truly aspirational and I have every faith that our students will rise to the occasion and help to put on a truly spectacular show.”

[insert student name], a student at [insert name of school/college] said, "We're really excited to have been chosen to showcase [insert showcase title] at WorldSkills London 2011. It's great to be part of something this big and gain recognition for all the hard work we've put in. Our display is going to wow the audience and I can’t wait for October!”

Visitors (including group visits) interested in attending the event can register for complimentary tickets at www.worldskillslondon2011.com/visit
ENDS
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NOTES TO EDITORS

1.
WorldSkills London 2011
WorldSkills London 2011 will see 1,000 Competitors (under 25 years) from over 50 countries/regions compete across 46 vocational skills. Around 150,000 people are expected to attend the event at ExCeL London, from 5-8 October 2011. The world’s greatest skills Competition, WorldSkills London 2011 sees young people from across the world compete for medals in 46 categories across seven sectors:

•
Health, Public Service and Care

•
Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care

•
Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies

•
Construction, Planning and the Built Environment

•
Information and Communications Technology

•
Retail and Commercial Enterprise

•
Arts, Media and Publishing

Taking place every two years, WorldSkills London 2011 will be the 41st WorldSkills Competition. The UK previously hosted the competition in 1965 in Glasgow, and in 1989 in Birmingham. Every community and business in the UK thrives on skills, enterprise and inspiration. The WorldSkills London 2011 team is working to make sure that WorldSkills London 2011 acts as a catalyst to spark the ambitions not just of Competitors but of people across the country. Visitors to the event will discover how skills shape our world, get the chance to Have a Go at a wide range of skills activities, and have an opportunity to talk to a range of experts about future career options and opportunities. To find out more, visit: www.worldskillslondon2011.com.

2.
UK Skills

WorldSkills London 2011 is a subsidiary of UK Skills, part of the Skills Funding Agency that champions high standards of training and development through Awards and Competitions. Supporting the Government’s priority of building an internationally competitive skilled workforce through its unique responsibility as a member of the global skills movement WorldSkills International, UK Skills is responsible for selecting, training and managing the team that will represent the UK at WorldSkills London 2011.

3. WorldSkills London 2011 Sponsors

WorldSkills London 2011 is jointly funded by Government and Industry. Sponsors include City & Guilds, Cisco, Honda, Snap-on, Geberit, Learndirect, Lincoln Electric, Mori Seiki, BT, BAE Systems, HSBC, Mitutoyo and Nova Verta. Each skill competition will be supported by a presenting sponsor, as well as a host of official suppliers who will provide world-class machinery, equipment, supplies, and technical support to facilitate the competition.

Presenting sponsors and official suppliers for WorldSkills London 2011 include 3Dconnexion, Air Products, Alan Godrich, Altium, Amada, Arup, Bentley, Blaser Swisslube, British Gypsum, Capital Crispin Veneer, Carlton Professional, Car-O-Liner, Crown Paints, Dermalogica, Easydry, Ellisons, Emir, Essential Nails, Felder, Festo, Festool, Heidelberg, Husqvarna, IDM Computer Solutions, The Institute for Learning, International Timber, Kennett & Lindsell, KNX, Lapp Group, L’Oreal Professional, LPKF, McCormicks, Mastercam, MBDA, MP Software, PivotPoint, Reynolds, Robot Coupe, Royal College of Nursing, Saint-Gobain, Seetec, Sherwin Williams Automotive, Siemens, Sinapse Print Simulators, The Tile Association, Treston, Troika, Weber and Whitehill Spindle Tools.

4. Showcase organisations taking part at WorldSkills London 2011

See full list below, by Showcase category and region. The list can be provided by local area or region as well as type of showcase. More details can be provided about the types of Showcases taking part.

The following list of Showcases have been selected and informed. Organisations have been asked to return an agreement to indicate that they still wish to deliver the Showcase.  A small number of further Showcases are still to be confirmed in some categories before the end of May 2011.  Dates and times will be published over the coming months to help visitors plan their visit.

	Art & Display
	 
	 

	Organisation
	Region
	Showcase Title

	Amersham and Wycombe College
	South East
	Olympic Dreams

	Amersham and Wycombe College
	South East
	Luxury Sweetness- Graphic and Product Design

	Anniesland College
	Scotland
	Distorted Reflections

	Barking & Dagenham College
	London
	Exhibit A

	Birmingham Metropolitan College
	West Midlands
	FEED Outline Art & Design 

	Coleg Glan Hafren
	Wales
	Communication or Miscommunication? You the viewer must decide

	Ealing, Hammersmith & West London College 
	London
	 

	North Warwickshire & Hinckley College
	West Midlands
	Photography

	Salford City College
	North West
	Youth, Work and Innovation in Salford 

	South Staffordshire College
	West Midlands
	Fair-trade Spoons

	Southern Regional College
	Northern Ireland
	Building Futures

	Southern Regional College
	Northern Ireland
	Dealing with Diversity Display

	Stephenson College
	East Midlands
	Elements' Hairdressing Photo Competition 

	Strode College
	South West 
	Foundation for the future 

	The Belfast Metropolitan College
	Northern Ireland
	Student Design and Craft Display

	Walsall College
	West Midlands
	Real Walsall

	Barnfield College
	East of England
	Floristry 

	Bsix Sixth Form College 
	London
	Bsix: Creative&Up-coming in East London

	Chichester College
	South East
	Sustainability Moderne

	Coleg Harlech WEA(N)
	Wales
	Gwaith Gwyrdd / Green Works (Yurt)

	Coleg Menai
	Wales
	What's Occurring?!*

	Havering College of Further and Higher Education 
	London
	Catwalk Creations

	Kendal College
	North West
	A Moment in Time

	Marine Skills Centre, Southampton City College 
	South East
	Traditional Dinghy Boat Building

	Pembrokeshire College
	Wales
	Professional Boatbuilding

	Sussex Downs College
	South East
	The Learners Journey in Carpentry and Joinery at Sussex Downs College

	Tresham College
	East Midlands
	Pit Stop Challenge

	Walsall College
	West Midlands
	Vehicle Wrap 

	 
	 
	 

	Cookery Feature Stage
	 
	 

	Coleg Llandrillo
	Wales
	Welsh Culinary Arts

	Harrogate College
	Yorkshire & Humber
	Sushi demonstration with a Yorkshire twist

	Havering College of Further and Higher Education 
	London
	The Pasta Show 

	North West Regional College
	Northern Ireland
	An Historical and Cultural food Journey 

	Northern Regional College
	Northern Ireland
	Bio-organic cookery on the causeway coast

	Oxford and Cherwell Valley College
	South East
	Chocolate extravagance

	Salford City College
	North West
	Cocktail Master class

	Wakefield College
	Yorkshire & Humber
	Speciality Bread Making

	 
	 
	 

	Hair & Beauty Feature Stages
	 
	 

	Blackpool and The Fylde College
	North West
	Going Gaga! 

	Central Training Group
	National
	Hairdressing Demonstration & Catwalk

	Derby College
	East Midlands
	Dress to Impress

	Harrogate College
	Yorkshire & Humber
	Hair & Beauty demonstration - special occasions

	Oxford and Cherwell Valley College 
	South East
	Olympic Hair Gym

	Salford City College
	North West
	Burlesque Nail and Body Art 

	Somerset College of Arts & Technology
	South West 
	Fashion and Media Makeup 

	South Thames College
	London
	Period Hair and Make-up Presentation

	The College Ystrad Mynach
	Wales
	Hair & Beauty Fashion Show, in support of the Teenage Cancer Trust

	 
	 
	 

	Heritage Feature Stage
	 
	 

	Barnfield Federation
	East of England
	Fibrous Plastering

	Chichester College
	South East
	Success in Fine Furniture Making

	Coleg Sir Gar
	Wales
	Iron Casting

	Oxford and Cherwell Valley College and Bucks New University
	South East
	The National School of Furniture

	Redcar & Cleveland College
	North East
	Ornate Decorative Fibrous Plastering 

	Salford City College
	North West
	Tile Mosaic 

	Thamesview School
	South East
	Building for the Future

	 
	 
	 

	Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths (STEM) Feature Stage
	 
	 

	Barnfield College
	East of England
	Second Life and Alternative Learning Technologies

	Chichester College 
	South East
	CSI Chichester - Crime Scene Skills 

	College of North West London
	London
	Interactive Table & Pad

	Guildford College
	South East
	Presentation of multi-touch surface computer

	Hartlepool College of Further Education
	North East
	Aircraft Engineering 

	Moray College
	Scotland
	Sheet Lead Work

	Peterborough Regional College
	East of England
	Can you solve the crime? (Crime Scenes technological advances)

	Sussex Downs College
	South East
	Engineering & Electrical Installation

	 
	 
	 

	Media Services
	 
	 

	Barking & Dagenham College
	London
	Media Services

	Bexley College
	London
	Photography

	Blackpool and The Fylde College
	North West
	Photography/Digital Story

	Brooklands College
	South East
	Brooklands College Media Hub

	Coleg Menai
	Wales
	Thrills and Spills of WorldSkills

	Farnham College (Guildford College)
	South East
	Film making

	Grimsby Institute of Further & Higher Education 
	Yorkshire & Humber
	Light - works!

	Hull College
	Yorkshire & Humber
	Rapid Response

	James Watt College
	Scotland
	Think it, Shoot it, Share it 

	North Warwickshire & Hinckley College
	West Midlands
	Advertising - Media Services

	Walsall College
	West Midlands
	Film & Television Production 

	 
	 
	 

	Performance Stage
	 
	 

	Anniesland College
	Scotland
	Annual dance show

	Barking & Dagenham College
	London
	Batacuda

	Blackpool and The Fylde College
	North West
	Singing and Signing

	Brooklands College 
	South East
	Dance Elemental 

	Burton College
	West Midlands
	Danceworks

	Canterbury College
	South East
	Musical Theatre and Dance

	Chesterfield College
	East Midlands
	Drill Display Team 

	City College Norwich 
	East of England
	Platform 

	City of Bath College
	South West 
	Live Video

	Coleg Gwent
	Wales
	Magical Musical Theatre

	Coleg Menai
	Wales
	Welsh Noise

	Deeside College
	Wales
	Floristry Catwalk Showcase

	Derwen College
	West Midlands
	Dance and Makaton signing

	DV8 Training Ltd
	London
	WorldSkills 2011

	East Riding College
	Yorkshire & Humber
	The ART of recycling 

	Guildford College
	South East
	Dance Act

	Hackney Community College
	London
	Sport Skills Showcase Performance

	Highbury College Portsmouth
	South East
	Robin Hood

	Hull College
	Yorkshire & Humber
	Urban Explosion

	James Watt College
	Scotland
	No Knives Better Lives (Street style theatre)

	James Watt College
	Scotland
	Spoot Kebab

	K College
	South East
	K College Mardi Gras Band

	Leeds City College
	Yorkshire & Humber
	Maps of Identity

	Middlesbrough College
	North East
	 Collaborative gymnastics and dance performance

	Newham College of Further Education
	London
	Part 1: Bespoke Tailoring in partnership with Savile Row Part 2: Fashion 

	North Warwickshire & Hinckley College
	West Midlands
	Performance - Popular Music Band

	Northern Regional College
	Northern Ireland
	Performing Arts "Road show"

	Oxford and Cherwell Valley College
	South East
	So Much More...

	Peterborough Regional College
	East of England
	Our Day Out - a blend of drama and hip hop 

	Preston College
	North West
	Collaborative Dance Performance - "Theatre"

	Reynolds Group Ltd 
	South East
	Peak Performance 

	South Thames College
	London
	Popular Music - Livewire

	Thanet College
	South East
	Musical Theatre & Dance

	The Belfast Metropolitan College
	Northern Ireland
	Belfast Metropolitan Fashion Show

	West Thames College
	London
	Into the Woods, Specialist Makeup Fantasy Catwalk Show



