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For immediate release (Monday, 20 June 2011) 
Local [provider/college] selected to inspire international audience to ‘Have a Go’ at a new skill.
[Insert name of training provider/college] will provide a ‘hands on’ opportunity for young people to try out a new skill later this year, when the UK plays host to the world’s greatest skills Competition, WorldSkills London 2011.

Chosen from nearly a hundred applicants, [college/training provider] will provide visitors with a fun, ‘bite size’ taster of [skill]. The activity will be one of 46 Have a Go activities designed to ignite visitors’ passion for learning and introduce them to skills they may never have considered as possible career options. 
With 150,000 global visitors expected, including some of the world’s most highly respected skills experts, [college/training provider] will demonstrate to the UK, and, the rest of the world that [local area/region] excels in skills training.
Colleges and training providers from across the UK applied to run Have a Go activities at the event, devising hands-on, stimulating tasks which allow their staff and students to shine. By taking part in the Competition, [College/training provider] will be contributing to the WorldSkills London 2011 Have a Go campaign target to deliver one million Have a Go activities around the UK. 

[Add more detail on college/training provide Have a Go – if needed.]

 The WorldSkills London 2011 Competition will take place over four days, from 5-8 October. It is one of the biggest events ever to be held at ExCeL London, and will see over 1,000 of the most skilled young people from all corners of the globe battling it out in 46 different skills, competing to be crowned the best of the best in their chosen skill. ‘Have a Go’ colleges and training providers will help inspire young people to think about their future jobs and careers and develop their skills. 
Select quotes as relevant
John Hayes, Minister of State for Further Education, Skills and Lifelong Learning, explains:

"As host nation, we have a once in a generation opportunity to demonstrate how practical skills shape the lives of individuals and national life. By demonstrating skills from hairdressing to aircraft engineering, we can show the rest of the world how crucial skills are for fuelling growth and driving prosperity."

Theo Paphitis, Ryman the Stationer and BBC ‘Dragon’ said:

“Having a go for yourself is the best way of getting a taste for a new skill. There’s

no substitute for hands-on experience and the WorldSkills London 2011 Have a

Go campaign will help open the minds of thousands of young people to the jobs andcareers that are out there waiting for them.”
Aidan Jones, Chief Executive of WorldSkills London 2011, said:

“The quality and range of Have a Go applications received from colleges throughout the UK has been exceptional. The Have a Go areas promise to form a really integral and exciting part of the event, with visitors able to try out nearly 50 different skills which shape our world. We are looking forward to working with the successful applicants on an engaging and exciting array of activities, at the most inspirational and visual display of careers ever seen in the UK! I cannot wait for the opportunity to personally try out a wide range of Have a Go activities at WorldSkills London 2011 – why not join me? ”
[Insert Principal] sees this as a chance for young people from [insert area] to have a place in history:

“The last time a WorldSkills competition was held in the UK was over two decades ago – this really is a once in a generation opportunity for our students and we’re delighted that the excellent standards our students achieve and who attend [name of college/training provider] will be recognised to such a prestigious national and international audience. To be part of an event which recognises skills at the very highest level is truly aspirational and I have every faith that our students will rise to the occasion and help to put on a truly spectacular activity.”

[insert student name], a student at [insert name of college] said, "We're really excited to have been chosen to run a [insert Have a Go activity] at WorldSkills London 2011. It's great to be part of something this big and gain recognition for all the hard work we've put in. Our activity is going to wow the audience and I can’t wait for October!”

Visitors (including group visits) interested in attending the event can register for complimentary tickets at www.worldskillslondon2011.com/visit
ENDS
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NOTES TO EDITORS

1.WorldSkills London 2011

WorldSkills London 2011 will see 1,000 Competitors (under 25 years) from over 50 countries/regions compete in 46 separate skills competitions. Around 150,000 people are expected to attend the event at ExCeL London, from 5-8 October 2011. The world’s greatest skills Competition, WorldSkills London 2011 sees young people compete for medals in 46 categories across seven sectors:

· Health, Public Services and Care

· Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care

· Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies

· Construction, Planning and the Built Environment

· Information and Communications Technology

· Retail and Commercial Enterprise

· Arts, Media and Publishing

Taking place every two years, WorldSkills London 2011 will be the 41st WorldSkills Competition. The UK previously hosted the competition in 1965 in Glasgow, and in 1989 in Birmingham. Every community and business in the UK thrives on skills, enterprise and inspiration and WorldSkills London 2011 is working to make sure the event acts as a catalyst to spark the ambitions of people across the UK. Visitors to the event will discover how skills shape our world, get the chance to Have a Go at a wide range of skills activities, and have an opportunity to talk to a range of experts about future career options and opportunities. To find out more, visit: www.worldskillslondon2011.com.

2.WorldSkills London 2011 Sponsors 

WorldSkills London 2011 is jointly funded by Government and Industry. Sponsors include City & Guilds, Cisco, Honda, Snap-on Industrial, Geberit, Kunzmann Maschinenbau, Learndirect, Lincoln Electric, L'Oréal Professionnel, Mori Seiki, BT, BAE Systems, HSBC, Mitutoyo and Nova Verta. Each skill competition will be supported by a presenting sponsor, as well as a host of official suppliers who will provide world-class machinery, equipment, supplies, and technical support to facilitate the competition.   
Presenting sponsors and official suppliers for WorldSkills London 2011 include 3Dconnexion, Adande, Air Products, Alan Godrich, Altium, Amada, Aqualisa, Arup, Bentley, Blaser Swisslube, British Gypsum, Capital Crispin Veneer, Callebaut, Carlton Professional, Car-O-Liner, Cheftools, Cookson Group, Crown Paints, Dermalogica, Easydry, Ellisons, Emir, Essential Nails, Felder, Festo, Festool, Fluke Corporation, Fluke Networks, Fujikura, Gourmet Classic Wine, H&S Aviation, Heidelberg, Husqvarna, IDM Computer Solutions, The Institute for Learning, Intel, International Timber, Kennett & Lindsell, KNX, Lapp Group, Lincat, Linde, Lowe Refrigeration Worldwide, LPKF, Mills Limited, Mastercam, MBDA, MP Software, Nikken Europe, Oranka Juices, PivotPoint, Reynolds, RK International, Robot Coupe, Royal College of Nursing, Ryman, Saint-Gobain, Sata GMBH & Co. KG, Schwarz for Chef, Seetec, Sherwin Williams Automotive, Siemens, Sinapse Print Simulators, The Tile Association, Treston, Troika, Walsh, Weber and Whitehill Spindle Tools.

3. Have a Go providers taking part at WorldSkills London 2011

See full list below, by provider, region and activity. More details can be provided about the types of activities available at the event..

The following list of organisations have been informed that they have been selected. Organisations have been asked to return an agreement to indicate that they still wish to deliver the activity.  A small number of further Have Go activities are still to be confirmed in some skill areas, but the list will be finalised by 1 July 2011.  


	Provider
	Region
	Have a Go activity

	Amada United Kingdom Limited
	West Midlands
	Sheet Metal Technology

	Askham Bryan College
	Yorkshire and Humber
	Landscape Gardening

	Barking and Dagenham College 
	London
	Carpentry

	Barnet College
	London
	Joinery

	Bentley Motors Limited
	North West
	Manufacturing Team Challenge

	British Gypsum
	East Midlands
	Plastering and Drywall Systems

	Bromley College
	London
	Electrical Installations

	BT
	London
	IT/Software Solutions for Business

	The Building Crafts College
	London
	Cabinet Making

	Car-O-Liner
	West Midlands
	Autobody Repair

	Central YMCA Qualifications
	London
	Caring

	Cisco Systems
	London
	Information Network Systems Administration

	City and Islington College
	London
	Beauty Therapy - working with Ellisons

	Crown paints
	North West
	Painting and Decorating

	Derby College
	East Midlands
	Beauty Therapy - working with Ellisons

	Dermalogica
	London
	Beauty Therapy

	Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College
	London
	Ladies'/Men's Hairdressing - working with L'Oréal 

	
	
	Confectioner/
Pastry Cook

	Ellisons
	West Midlands
	Beauty Therapy

	Essential Nails
	East of England
	Beauty Therapy

	Festo
	South East
	Mechatronics/
Mobile Robotics

	Fluke Networks
	East of England
	Information Network Cabling

	Guildford College 
	South East
	Graphic Design Technology

	Hackney Community College
	London
	Plumbing and Heating - working with the Worshipful Company of Plumbers

	Havering College of Further and Higher Education
	London
	Caring

	
	
	Creative modelling

	
	
	Ladies'/Men's Hairdressing - working with L'Oréal

	Heidelberg
	London
	Offset Printing

	Highbury College
	London
	Wall and Floor Tiling - working with the Tile Association

	
	
	Web Design

	Honda/Snap-on
	South East/East Midlands
	Automobile Technology

	Kingston College
	London
	Ladies'/Men's Hairdressing - working with L'Oréal 

	Lambeth College
	London
	Bricklaying

	
	
	Plastering and Drywall Systems - working with British Gypsum

	Lincoln Electric (UK) Limited
	Yorkshire and Humber
	Welding

	London College of Beauty Therapy
	London
	Beauty Therapy - working with Ellisons

	L'Oreal
	London
	Ladies'/Men's Hairdressing 

	MBDA
	North West
	Industrial Electronics

	Merrist Wood College
	South East
	Floristry

	Middlesex University
	London
	Mechatronics/Mobile Robotics - working with Festo

	Newham College
	London
	Beauty Therapy - working with Essential Nails

	
	
	Information Network Systems Administration - working with CISCO

	Redbridge College
	London
	Beauty Therapy - working with Essential Nails

	
	
	Cooking

	RK International Tools Ltd
	South East
	Mould Making

	The Tile Association
	South East
	Wall and Floor Tiling 

	Transport for London
	London
	TBC

	The Welding Institute
	East of England
	Welding

	Waltham Forest College
	London
	Restaurant Services

	Westminster Kingsway College
	London
	Restaurant Services

	The Worshipful Company of Plumbers
	London
	Plumbing and Heating


